
Glimses of Eye Checkup Camp along with distribution of Spectacles against the earlier camp in March
- Vist Chandanpore (20 kms from Basudeveberia) to explore setting up a Village Library on 01-11-2009
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In his theme address at the International Assembly,
RI President Boyd therefore, laid special emphasis on the
Family of Rotary. He said, “The Rotarians who will be sitting
in these seats long after we have left them are the newest
Rotarians today. They are our young professionals, many of
them working parents who are balancing their careers with
their family’s needs. Today, with dual-income families the
norm and lives busier than ever, we cannot ignore their call to
make their families a part of Rotary. And for that reason, I will
also have an emphasis on the family of Rotary.”

Expressing his concern for the young Rotarians, he said,
“To that Rotarian, it means more time away from the
children, a significant expense for the meal, and probably
the cost of child care as well. It is likely to be more of a
burden than a pleasure.” He suggested that a simple meal, a
picnic, or a service project involving the whole family may be
a good idea.

Further he urged the Rotary leaders, “In the year ahead,
I ask all of you to work to make our clubs welcoming to those
of all ages and to remember the importance of our programs
for youth : Interact, Rotaract, Youth Exchange, and many
others. These young people are our future.”

To carry forward this special concern he has set up Family of
Rotary resource group with a mission to promote the
importance of the Family of Rotary in strengthening Rotary
and helping build Rotary’s future.

PRID Samuel L Greene, General Coordinator of the Resource
Group further elaborates the importance of the Family of Ro-
tary, by caring for Rotarians, their families and members of
the larger Rotary family, we will be strengthening clubs and
instilling a sense of integrity, tolerance and unselfishness in
the next generation.

Accordingly the Family of Rotary includes - Rotarians’
family members, spouses, widows and widowers, children,
grandchildren and other relatives. Not forgetting the larger
Rotary family - our neighbours in other clubs and districts
around the world, our Foundation and its alumni, Group Study
Exchange members,Youth Exchange students, Rotaractors,
Interactors and RYLArians, Inner Wheel and other spouse
groups, Rotary Fellowships and Rotarian Action Groups.

The greatest meaning that a family holds is the sense of
belonging and a sense of identity. Rotary is not a family that
we are born into but a family that has opted us in and we are
delighted to be part of this new family. Therefore, the leaders
and the members must make every effort to create that sense
of belonging.

December is designated as the family month by RI. There is
no greater opportunity to celebrate the Family of Rotary.

There is festive gaiety and joy in the air, best time to organise
a family fiesta. Organise games, sports, singing, dancing,
cookery contests, family team and fun activities, making it a
joint meeting of a couple of clubs will be a memorable
closure for the year. Do not miss to raise a toast to spouses.

“Show Rotary Cares” include some Rotaractors and
Interactors in the guest list on special occasions. Let no one
miss the affection and attention of family, particularly the
family of the deceased member. Send “miss you” card or
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who values the family most, sees family as the
crucible of Rotary where gen-next imbibes the

culture and values of Rotary

“come over” card to a family to whom Rotary was dear and
the Rotarian from the family is no more.

How about according a special recognition to second and
third generation Rotarians, especially if the whole family could
be greeted together at a club meeting. There are also
families where parents are either Rotarians or one of them is
in Inner wheel, children are in Rotaract and Interact.

District Governors from our region believe that District
Conferences offer the best opportunity to have a family gala.
Family Fiesta, Family Carnival, Family Fantasia and many
more are themes that District Governors come up with, for
their District Conference reflecting their desire to make it
truly a family celebration.Showcasing talented Annets,
Rotaractors and Interactors and RYLArians during the
Conference is a wonderful way of recognising talent within
the Family of Rotary. Brilliant speakers from this pool of
youth could be invited to voice their views on community,
ethical and vocational issues bringing a different
perspective to the deliberation.

President Bill Boyd would like us to Lead the Way in
furthering Rotary and letting the generation to come, to
imbibe Rotary values by involving the Family of Rotary at
every opportunity.

PDG Madhura M Chatrapathy
RI District 3190

FACT FILE
In the world, a total of 40 million people are completely
blind. Sixty five percent of this is in Asia alone.

One fourth of the vision-impaired in the world are Indians.
Of this, 80 percent is due to cataract.

A total of 27 million people in the world have partial loss
of vision.

At least 4.6 million people are blind due to corneal
diseases, out of which 90 percent are below 45 years of
age.

Of the 4.6 million affected with corneal diseases, at least
3 million can benefit from corneal transplantation.

GIFT YOUR SIGHT

n Spread the message across to the people
regarding the importance of eyes and eye
donation.

n Though we cannot live forever, let our eyes live
and give sight for the needy.

n Many eyes are getting wasted either through
burial or cremation of the dead body. Instead,
eyes could be donated to a person with corneal
blindness so that he/she is gifted with a vision
of seeing this world.

n Light up the darkness in life. Enable the blind to
see this beautiful world, through your eyes.

Pledge and donate your eyes.


